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I.— Foreign Potitics. 


608. The Amrita Bazar Patrika, enquiring into the benefits derived 


by the alliance of England with Japan, mentions 


that in England grave apprehensions have been 
aroused as to the result of the Franco-Russian alliance which the first-named 


alliance has brought about, But, in its own opinion, instead of the fear that 
Japan may witting] or unwittingly plunge Great Britain into war in the Far 
East, Russia is likely to change the theatre of operations from North-Eastern 
Asia to Afghanistan, ‘‘ Indeed,” it says, ‘‘it was so long quiet in Afghanistan, 
but we hear of disturbances after the Anglo-Japanese treaty was concluded.” 

609. The Bengalee understands from ‘an apparently unimpeachable 

ee authority” that a secret treaty has been concluded 
Gulf. wes between Great Britain and Turkey which recognizes 
Mobarak as an independent ruler over Koweit, 
extends his dominions, emancipates him from the nominal control of Turkey, 
and confirms Great Britain as the dominant Power in the Persian Gulf. 
This treaty is considered to be a diplomatic triumph for Great Britain, as it 
cuts the ground from beneath the feet of both Russia and Germany. But 
the journal confesses it fails to see how Turkey benefits by it, Nor is it at all 
clear how it would effectually prevent Russia or Germany from creating 
fresh troubles, should either, or both, decide upon such a course. No Euro- 
pean Power, concludes the article, has been known to respect a treaty when its 
violation is dictated by self-interest. 

610. The Bengalee, commenting on the unrest in Europe, finds on 
the one hand the extreme socialistic forces strug- 
gling for mastery ; on the other, extreme autocratic 
opinion, disguised under the name of Imperialism, bent upon revolutionizing 
the basis of modern society throughout Europe. 

The most melancholy feature of the situation in the opinion of the 
Bengalee, is that England, ‘‘the august mother of free nations”—the home of 
parliamentary institutions—should be found on the wrong side in this contest. 

With the exception of a strong minority vainly battling to stem the 
tide of reaction, the bulk of the English people have become the professed 
adherents of Imperialism, Imperialism means absolutism. It means the 
negation of democracy, It implies the exaltation of one particular power or 
nation and degradation of those subject to it. It does not mean equality. It 
is fatal to the idea of equal rights and equal privileges. It means the 
abandonment of those principles for which England has shed her best and 
noblest blood. We know not, concludes the journal, how long this mad fever, 
this Imperialistic craze, will continue. We trust itis only a temporary fit 
which will pass away with the dawn of returning sense. At any rate, of this 
we are confident that, in the struggle between. democracy and imperialism, the 
latter will be worsted. The popular forces are omnipotent. They may meet 
with & temporary check. For the moment they may lose ground, but the 
voice of God proclaims through all history that, in a struggle between auto- 
cracy and popular Government, the cause of popular freedom must triumph. 


The Anglo-Japanese alliance, 


The ferment in Europe. 


II.— Homer ADMINISTRATION. 


(a —Police. 

611. With reference to the proposed Provincial Police Commissions with a 
Central Commission which will assemble at Simla, 
the Amrttia Bazar Pairika says:— | 

“The people are more vitally interested in the reform of the Police than 
even the Government itself. But, it goes without saying, that their representa- 
tives would be nowhere in the deliberations. The problem will bé solved in 
the usual way, or, more correctly speaking, it has already been solved to all 
intents and purposes. In short, the central Government will issue certain 
instructions to which every Local Government will say ‘ditto, ? and finally 
the Commission, composed wholly of officials, will give effect to these instruc- 


The Police Commission, 


tions. The evil is thus likely to remain where it now is. As we said the 
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other day, if the Government would only take the leading men into their 
confidence when inaugurating any large measure, they might avoid many a 
blunder.” 

612. With reference to tlhe proposed Police Commission to investi. 
gate the whole question of police reform, the 
Bengalee is of opinion if that, if the Commissiun ig 
to do any real good to the country, it must be a thoroughly representative one 
with a substantial popular element in its constitution. The Commission, or 
at least some peel te 8 of it, ought to visit every district in Bengal and afford 
every possible facility to the representatives of the educated community to 
come forward and give evidence before it. 

It proceeds to show how, in the case of Inspectors of the 4th grade on 
Rs. 100, their efficiency is interfered with on account of the pay they draw, 
It points out that such an Inspector has the charge of eight or ten thanasg 
in his district, and has consequently to meet considerable expenses on account 
of travelling, when he is obliged to take out with him his pony, syce, servant, 
&c., receiving in return no daily allowance when out on duty, or for the 15 
days and more in the month that he is expected to be incamp. A Sub- 
Inspector of the Ist grade, on the other hand, getting a salary of Rs. 89, when 
placed in charge of a first class thana, draws a monthly allowance of Rs, 20, 
besides free quarters, and in municipal towns is also exempt from all sorts 
of local muuicipal taxation which the Inspector cannot claim. This Sub- 
Inspector has to supervise the work of only one thana and has few travelling 
expenses to meet. He is therefore very much better off than an Inspector 
of the 4th grade and oftentimes ona par, pecuniarily speaking, with a 38rd 
grade Inspector. 
laa Similarly, members of the Railway Police are in a better position in 
| Be many respects than their brethren in the district, having to pay nothing when 

Et travelling or for their quarters, besides drawing a daily allowance. The 
Benaalee appeals to His Excellency the Viceroy to consider whether this state 
of things conduces to the efficiency or honesty of the police force. 


iki (b)— Working of the Courts, 


BENGALER, 


April 1902, : Pee 
a The Police Commission. 
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Me Anita Bazar 613. The Amrita Bazar Patrika urges the péople of Farakhabad to 
a: oe PaTRIK a, lt he Liecutenant- : 
oe 4 | ati: tithe. 27 the Licutenant-Governor of the United 


Provinces and, failing him, to the Viceroy, for 
mercy on behalf of the fourteen men who have been condemmed to death 
for the muder of one man. It edds:— We dare say if Lord Curzon were ap- 
prized of this case in time, he would not permit this unparalleled barbarity. If 
| Bie blood was needed, the ringleader might have been hanged and the other 13 
‘aT ae transported for life. Can those, who lent a helping hand in this act of ferocity, 

Ba show one such case occurring in any civilized country in the world? Such 
acts do not enhance the respect of the people either for western civilization 
or the Christian religion. 


Inspr Ewrree, 614. The following paragraph appears in the Indian Empire :— 

, 22nd April 1902, | ‘a The spectacle of hanging a number of men for 

id. “11° . . 
killing one man may have the sanction of law in 
‘India, but is gruesome in the extreme. It isthe United Provinces that now 
and then present such scenes to the wondering public. Following close upon 
the Cawnpore case there was the Etah Lynching case, in which sixteen persons 
| were launched into eternity for murdering an adulterer. In the Farakhabad 
\ Case, @ report of which is published elsewhere, fourteen persons have been 
' condemned to death for the murder of one. In Bengal or elsewhere such 
spectacles of hanging in a row a number of people, are few and far between. 
' In cases of constructive murder the Calcutta High Court generally passes the 
sentence of transportation for life. The Allahabad High Court has cunfirmed 
the sentences in the Farakhabad case and so, unless the Local Government 
intervenes, fourteen lives will be taken for the loss of one. The English law 
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: { ' | i ‘ee is thus made more barbarous than the Mosaic law which demands life for life.. 
Fey  -Beraaes, | 615, Commenting on this case, the Bengalee learns that the evidence 
24th April 1902. a8 nis enabled the Allahabad High Court to come to the 


conclusion that, at ‘least, as regards Mathri and 


\ 
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Churna Singh, it was clear that it was not from their hands that any direct act 
of violence was committed. 


It appeals on behalf of these men to the Lieutenant-Governor of the 
United Provinces to temper justice with mercy. 
616, The Amrita Bazar Patrika cites the several occusions on which Mr. 


ate: Veruble, Vernéde, the Joint-Magistrate of J alpaiguri, who 


was lately fined Rs, 20 for assault, has figured in the 
newspapers, and trusts that its adverse criticism of his official career will pro- 


duce a beneficial effect upon him and that, ultimately, he will turn out an able 
administrator, nay occupy the gadi of Belvedere. 

617, In criticising the Joint-Magistrate’s attitude towards his peon whe 

ois committed the assault, the Amrita Bazar Latrika 

‘ considers that Mr. Vernéde, for the purpose of 

saving himself, “‘ clean threw overboard” the man who had loyally carried 

out his orders. But this un-English action on his part, in the opinion of the 

journal, disgusted Mr. Forrest, the Deputy Commissioner, and he, in tum, 

threw Mr. Vernéde overboard without compunction. Would, asks the Patrika, 

Mr. Vernéde deem Mr. Forrest justified if the latter caused his ears to be 
pulled? Yet Mr. Forrest disbelieved his statement. 

Coming tothe case brought by Mr. Vernéde against Kuranu Das of 
perjury, the journal remarks :— 

This case has altogether an ugly look. The man complains against 
Mr. Magistrate Vernéde, and the latter is convicted. The same Magistrate 
proceeds against him, and prosecutes him for perjury. All that we can say 
is that, even if the man had actually commited the crime, Mr. Vernéde should 
have religiously kept himself aloof from the matter. He was not the fittest 
party to take any active part in this proceeding. 

Above all, may we inquire what does the Government mean to do with 
Mr. Vernéde? As a Magistrate he has failed; for it will not do for a Magis- 
trate to commit assaults when his duty is to protect the weak against the 
assaults of the strong. Now suppose a man comes before him and charges 
another with assault, Will he, who himself has been convicted of committing 
an assault, issue a summons against the man, try him and punish him if guilty? 
This would look exceedingly odd. 

618. Referring to Mr. Vernéde’s transfer as Magistrate of Chittagong, 

Thia the same paper enquires how that gentleman can 

be trusted with magisterial powers when he has 

been found to be a violent man, in the habit of losing his temper while 
on the bench and assaulting people. It complains that by the vagaries of 
young Magistrates something like anarchy prevails in the land, and that, 
if the Government wishes to put a stop to. such scandals, it should keep 
an eye onthe doings of its subordinates. It is nota pleasant duty to 
criticise the acts of officials, but it has to be done for the protection of the 


mare The duty is not pleasant to the Patrika, nor does it please Mr, 
ernéde by its criticism. 


(d)—Education. 


619. The Indian Mirror, referring to the rulesframed by the Government 
of Bengal for the control and better management 
of the students’, hostels and messes, is anxious to 
know how far the experiment has proved successful in attaining the 
end for which they were meant and promulgated. It is surry that so 
far no report, embodying the results of the investigations proposed, has 
appeared, and the public areas yet in the dark what success has attended 
the practical working of the rules. Nothing would, of course, give the Mirror 
greater satisfaction than to be able to record an improvement in the desired 


Hostel rules and their results, 


directions. 
j 


(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


620. With reference to the recommendation of the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce, that the public exchequer should make 
a. grant for the sanitary improvement of Calcutta, 


\ | ) . 
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the Amrita Basar Patrika contends that if this is sanctioned it would be an 

injustice to the general body of the Indian tax-payers, who have no concern 

whatever with the capital city and whose money should not be utilized for 
l ose. 

saa it Holds that the money should be found by the European merchants and 

traders who will be mostly benefited by the improvements. 


BENcALeE, 621. The Bengalee is indignant that Dr, Cook, the Health Officer of 
25th April 1902. Calcutta, referred that journal to the Curator of 
Snakes in water-taps. the Museum when the Editor sent him for examin- 


ation two small snake-like creatures which had come out of a water-tap ina 
certuin house in Sideswar Chunder’s Lane. — 

Being in the pay of the rate-payers the Bengalee insists that Dr. Cook was 
bound to ascertain what the reptiles were and so assure the public mind. It 
wonders if Dr. Cook does his duty with the fullest consciousness of the enor- 
mous responsibility of his office, and it is also curious to know what his 
anxieties would have been if the creatures were found in the water-tap of a 
house in Chowringhee or Park Street, 


(g)—Railways and Communications, ineluding Canals and Irrigation. 


_ The Bengalee complains that on the last Brahmaputra Suan festival 
os April 1908, ie . the principal festival in North Bengal, the local 
Insufficient railway aceommo- yajlway authorities were unprepared for the huge 
— influx of passengers, with the result that males 
and females were huddled together in the same carriages and were put to 
considerable inconvenience. 


BENGALBE, 623. The same paper, in publishing the conviction of Guard Willis of the 

ify ee ) East Indian Railway for assaulting a respectable 

5 Bi An assault case on the railway. = Ty dian, trusts the railway authorities will not shrink 
from the performance of the duty of taking such action in the matter as will 
serve a8 a warning to all railway employés and which will impress upon them 
that a breach of courtesy even to the humblest passenger will not be tolerated. 


ie BaNGALzE, 624, The same journal, in view of two serious accidents which occurred 
hie tT 26th April 1902. ; Se within a week, owing to the absence of an over- 
Bn aa Accidents at Kalipahari, East a : : . : 
Jolies Saliway. bridge at the Kalipahari railway station and a 
| 


. level-crossing gate near culvert No. 519, presses 
on the attention of the railway authorities the urgency of taking these precau- 
tions which have been so long neglected, 


Pc ereneye) 625. The Bengalee publishes the letter of “* Kunja Lal Ghosal, . 

April 1902, ; Budge-Budge, to the ‘Traffic Manager, Benga 

ct saete, Pages. pee ey bringing to notice the ill-treat- 

iad ment he received at the hands of the station-master of Bagnan, who abused 

Pigg and assaulted him because, by a mistake on the part of the Bowriah booking- 

tae clerk, he arrived at Bagnan with a ticket for Ulubaria, although he paid, and 
ay it was afterwards proved that he had done so, for a ticket to Bagnan. 

a a The Bengalee is of opinion that the enquiry relating to the mistake might 

, \e have been made with becoming civility, consistent with the dignity and position 

of Babu Kunja Lal Ghosal. 


(h)— General. 
Powan axp Guan. 626. Power and Guardian learns that the instance brought to oe 
: is is not the only one in Midnapore in which a Sub- 
nui sepertment Registrar has been levying anextra fee of four 


annas on every deed presented for registration, 
on behalf of the Victoria Memorial Fund, 
As there are other officers who do likewise, the journal desires to know 
what the District Magistrate and the Inspector-General of Registration are 
doing in the matter. It exhorts them to stop the practice. 


BENGALRE, 627. The Bengalee learns that, now that Mr. Byers, District Baginese 
21st April 1902, en of Malda, who has been appointed to  succee 
ek ape eee District Engineer WM Roberts at Purnea, is in a position to join his 


new appointment, the District Board of Purnea 


A 
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has informed him that their decision will be communicated as soon as Govern- 
ment replies to the letter of the Commissioner recommending Mr, Roberts for 
an extension of service till December next. 


Mr. Byers, being a loser peculiarily by being detained at Malda, the 
Bengalee says the Purnea public are watching the game with keen interest.. 


628. Referring to the increased cost to the Indian Exchequer on account 
of the pay of the British Army, the Jndian Mirror 
says :— : | 

Successive Viceroys and Administrators have protested against these 
iniquitous charges. Lord Curzon has protested also against Mr. Brodrick’s 
trick—there can be no other word forit. But it is all of noavail. The 
British Government is, like its soldier, ‘‘ an absent-minded beggar,” and it 
is India that must “‘ pay, pay, pay!” 


629. The Government of India, being also the chief landlord in this 
| country, is, in the opinion of the Behar Herald, 
responsible for the knowledge and capital necessary 
for such improvement of the land and agriculture as would enable it to yield 
all that it should. When it is considered that almost every petty State in 
Europe has important and costly arrangements for the promotion of scientific 
agriculture, while in India scarcely anything of the sort exists, the urgent 
need is apparent of improved methods of agriculture with liberal and contin- 
uous State aid, 


The Herald also urges the introduction of a system of agricultural instruc- 
tion, and the a tes of a series of elementary text-books for primary 
schools in rural districts, supplying information on such natural phenomena 
as wind, rain, lightning, the formation of soil, and the growth and structure 
of plants, Infact, agriculture should be made a compulsory subject in all 
Indian schools and colleges. 


630. The Hindoo Patriot regards as crushing the reply of the Secretary 
of State for India to the memorial of the Anti- 
Opium Society of England, and quite agrees with 
the Noble Lord. The abolition of the opium trade monopoly would be fol- 
lowed either by the imposition of fresh taxation or the reduction of expendi- 
ture in the different branches of the public service, otherwise it would 


be impossible {o make up the revenue of 6 to 9 millions a year which the traffic 
now yields, | 


The Patriot entertains the view that the country has already reached the 
utmost taxable limit, and that it has been proved to demonstration that no 
retrenchment of public expenditure in any branch of the public service, save 


perhaps the Military Department atid the Home charges, is feasible or 
practicable. 


631. ‘lhe Bengalee writes appreciatively of Mr. Cotton’s services towards 

Thé Hon'ble We. Cotten. the Indian people, and is glad that the Indian 

community of Calcutta propose to organise a 

demonstration in his honour. The movement is general and spontaneous and 
enlists the sympathies of all. 


632. The Bengalee learns that the Madras Government has recently 
ordered ‘‘that whenever a native official or subordi- 
nate is appointed to act in or to hold a post to 
which a residence built for Europeans is attached, the Collector and the Super- 
intending Engineer shall conjointly decide whether the native officer or 
subordinate shall occupy the residence and pay rent therefor, and such decision 
is to be final. The matter, however, will go before Government, in the event 
of the above officers being unable to come to a unanimous decision.” 

_ It is unable to understand the reason of this manifestly invidious 
distinction, Quarters are provided only in such cases in which it is considered 
desirable, as in a College, that the official should be available in 24 hours, 
should any emergency arise to need his presence in_ his office. Such being the 
case the Bengalee holds that the object will be defeated if the official is not per- 
mitted to occupy the residence provided on the score of his being an Indian. 


The army scheme and India. 


Agriculture. 


Crusade against opium. 
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The writer submits that this is not the way to make willing and devoted 
Indian officials work more willingly and cadres g 
633. The Amrita Bazar Patrika says that Jashwant Gopal, the Mahratta 
Brahmin, on whose back Mr. Bayley of the Bengal- 
The Kharagpur assaultcase- = a nur Railway ordered his peon to lay his shoes, 
submitted a telegram to the Lieutenant-Governor, praying for a perusal of the 
records of his case, but, although he submitted a reminder, has heard nothing 
from His Honour in reply. 
It also mentions that Mr. Luson, the District Magistrate of Midnapore, hag 
written strongly to the Railway authorities on the subject of the treatment 
Mr. Bayley accorded the clerk and urging them to take notice of the matter. 


634. The Amrita Bazar Patrika describes how seriously Indian 

. cultivators of sugarcane and date trees would be 
she suger incaswy. affected if the sugar industry in which possibly 
fifty millions of Indians are interested is not saved. In India, peasants grow 
the cane and date, turn the cune into goor and tap the date tree for its ep: If 
the sugar industry is killed, they will not only lose the capital invested in these 
plantations, but will have to spend an additional sum for removing the trees 
from the land. As to Mauritius sugar, the Patrika is glad to think that in a 
competition between that country and India, Lord Curzon is not likely to forget 
that he is the ruler of India and not of Mauritius. 


635, If, says the Bengalee, the Guvernment had shown a similar 

| solicitude for the security of other Indian industries 

aie. as it is displaying for the tottering sugar industry, 

in which Europeans are largely interested, then the famine problem would 
have been solved long ago. It adds:— 


Today a British Chancellor of the Exchequer imposes duties upon 
imported corn. The next day the Government of India raises the tax on 
imported sugar. Free Trade and a free breakfast table are dismissed as 
delusions and snares. The conversion of John Bull froma Free Trader to a 
Protectionist is now complete. We Indians welcome the change provided our 
rulers follow a Protectionist policy in regard to every Indian industry. There 
is the rising cotton industry. Repeal tl:e countervailing excise which has been 
imposed as a sop to the clamorous Cerberus of Manchester and impose an 
import duty upon cotton goods adequate to ensure the protection of the Indian 
industry against the competition of cottonopolis. Then there is the salt 
industry. Let Liverpool share the fate of Manchester and let the Malangas 
have their hereditary occupation restored to them. Impose a high duty upon 
every kind of imported merchandize which enters into competition with a home 
industry and thereby erect such a tariff wall as will exclude all foreign 


merchandize. But in the name of consistency and equity, be not a Free Trader 
in certain things and a Protectionist in others, 


636. T’he Amrita Bazar Patrika complains that although opium cultiva- 
tion does not pay the raiyat, in spite of the Govern 
ment’s inducement to pay a higher price for the 
drug, he is obliged to supply the Government with the opium even at a 
loss, Between the cultivation of indigo and opium, therefore, it is no wonder 
to the Pairika that tens of thousands of Bihar people are reduced to a 
state of utter destitution. ‘ His Excellency the Viceroy will now realize why, 
in spite of the Permanent Settlement, Bihar could not prosper like Bengal.” 


637. ‘The Amrita Bazar Patrika condemns the double wrong that is done 


The additional military burden. to India by maintaining 70,000 British troop 1” 


India and by fastening on her the additional 
burden of £786,000 for their maintenance: There is no necessity, in the 


Patrika’s opinion, for the existence of this expensive army in India. If the 
defence of the Empire from externa! aggression and internal rebellion were the 
object aimed at, India would be in a position to furnish millions of efficient 
soldiers of her own. A little consideration shows the journal, that the existing 
arrangement is made not in the interests of India, but of England. Notwith- 
standing, the paper is hopeful that the Government of Lord Curzon will object 
to the imposition of the additional burden already mentioned ‘which may 
mean a premium to famine or the collapse of the Empire itself.” 


The opium cultivation. 
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IV.—NAatTivE STATas. 


638. Referring to the Resolution of the Government of India deposing 
_ the Maharaja of Panna, the Amrita Razar Patrika 
The deposition of the Maharaja says : — 


— Tbe moment a most serious charge was brought 
against the Maharajah and he was deported from his territory, it was taken for 


granted that he would be found guilty and deposed or the Government would 
never have ventured upon such a serious step. Even if the Commission had 
acquitted the Maharajah, the Grovernment would have had no other alternative, 
for it could not afford to restore a Prince to his gadi after it had _publicl 
disgraced him, It is on this principle that Malhar Rao lost his throne, hetah 
he was found innocent by three Indiun Commissioners. As regards the 
Maharajah of Panna he had no regular or fair trial. If he had been a British 
subject, he would have been tried by a Sessions Judge with the help of a Jury 
or Assessors. If convicted he would have had the privilege of appealing. 
against the decision before the High Court. But, being a Native Prince, he 
could not avail of these advantages of the British laws. He was tried by two 
Englishmen, and the Viceroy has now convicted him upon their report, The 
decision is thus open to objection. We think the time has come when the 
present anomalous position of the Indian Princes should be done away with. 
They should be treated either as British subjects or as independent sovereigns, 
Now they are neither the one nor the other, and are thus liable to suffer serious 
wrongs. 


639, With reference to this subject, the Bengalee writes :— 


‘oi If the Commission had consisted of a Native 
Prince, if the Maharaja had been tried by his 
peers and had been found guilty, and the finding had been accepted by the 
Government and orders passed on that finding, not even the faintest whisper 
of disapprobation would have been heard. But the regret is universal that 
the Government, which so far yielded to public opinion as to direct a public 
trial of the Maharaja, did not think fit to include a Native Prince and a 
peer of the Maharaja among his Judges. The Foreign Office, apparently, 
has not yet got over the dread of a Native Prince sitting as a Judge upon a 
brother-Prince ; and even the strongest Viceroy is not able to disregard its 
traditions. It would be affectation to deny that the Indian public will 
receive the decision of the Government with dissatisfaction, regard being 
had to the fact that no Native Prince was a member of the Commission. 
It may be an irrational sentiment, but it is there. But the Indian public 
will have no right to form an authoritative opinion until the report of the 
Commission has been published. We, therefore, invite the Government to 
publish the evidence and the report and all papers connected with the case. 
640. The Bengalee characterizes as moderate and proper the orders of 


 * the Bengal Government in the case of Mr. J. N. 

wae eipgenn Pinte Roy’s liaelecnnand and deportation by the Raja 
of the Tippera State, but urges the Government in view of this one 
definite instance in which the Raja has been misguided by his counsellors, 
to deal with those counsellors and to insist upon the State being provided 
with sufficiently capable and devoted advisers who will be able to stecr the 
vessel of this little State through the storms by which it is beset. 


VI.—MIsceELLANEOUS. 


641. Reverting to the so-called grievance of the educated community 
that it will not be represented at the Coronation, 
the Bengalee, feeling none the less that it is a loyal 
|" subject of the Crown, recommends the self-govern- 
ing bodies, the elected municipalities throughout Bengal, to follow the example 
of the Calcutta Corporation and vote a loyal address to the King, and to beg of 
is Majesty to commemorate such an auspicious occasion by granting such a 
boon to his people as will betoken his affectionate interest in their welfare, 


The Coronation and the educa- 
ted community. 
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642. The Indian Mirror is surprised that a Vicerey like Lord Curzon 

_ who has professed to love India and her people, 

The Coronation and the Indian ghoyld have, in his selection of representatives of 

people. India for the Coronation, shut out Indian popular 

representation. Government, it holds, is making a serious mistake in not send- 
ing even a dozen such Indians to be present at the function. 

It next wonders what good fortune awaits the Indian people to mark the 
new epoch. No sign having been vouchsafed as yet, the Mirror hopes that a 
surprise is in store for India. 

643. In the course of some articles on Japanese progress and the 
facilities that country offers for the training of 
Indian youths in the technical arts, the Benyale 
appeals to its countrymen to learn at the feet of the newest nation in the 
world, in one sense her intellectual and moral progeny, the lesson of adapting 
the western system of education to their own needs and requirements. 

The writer then shows that in Japan, a student can well live within 
Rs. 100 a month, while in England it costs nearly three times that sum, and 
proceeds to state that, in the opinion of a Japanese Educationist, Japan’s 
prosperity is largely due to the cheapness of her administration, while he holds 
that the Indian administration is far too costly. 

644, The Bengalee, in a lengthy leader extending to nearly three 

oo Bleck Hole columns, controverts the Viceroy’s statement that 
such events as the Black Hole tragedy should be 
commemorated, asserting that before the surrender, the English garrison did 
no service to the English people worthy of recognition or gratitude, nay— 
they became mutinous, had broken open the canteen and having got drunk 
and incapable, paralyzed all Holwell’s efforts to defend the place, adding 
to the story of incapacity and cowardice the story of drunkenness—making 
up in alla picture which instead of meriting recognition from a grateful 
people deserved their strongest condemnation. Such a record of weakness 
and cowardice on the one part, and of cruelty and inhuman barbarity on the 
other, it can serve no useful purpose to commemorate by a public monument. 

645. The Indian Mirror is glad to see that day by day the sea voyage 

uestion 1s becoming easier of solution, and by 
7 re and bye this so-called evil will come to be 
regarded “as a blessing. In addition to the fact that scarcely a family of 
note in Bengal but has sent one of its members to the west for education, 
and many a middle class house is doing the same, the Mirror is pleased to 
see that numbers of Ruling Chiefs and heads of aristocratic families are 
proceeding to England to attend the royal celebration, foremost among whom, 
as orthodox among the orthodox, is the Maharaja of Pertabgarh. 


Japan and Indian progress. 
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